SHILOH MESSIANIC CONGREGATION JOURNEY TO ISRAEL
LED BY PASTORS BRUCE & KATHLEEN DOWELL & RICO CORTEZ

MARCH 27 TO APRIL 10, 2019

$4,375

Land and Air Package
Per Person in Double Occupancy - based on 40 travelers

It is said that in the land of Israel "every step you take you are stepping on a Bible
verse!" Join us as we spend an amazing full 14 days in the land of our spiritual
heritage. We will visit the site of the Tabernacle where Eli was High Priest, Mounts
Ebal and Gerizim upon which Moshe built an altar and had the people read the
curses and the blessings (Deuteronomy 27 and 28). We will visit the spirng of
Herod where Gideon used the posture of men drinking to dertmine God's will ;
stand atop Megiddo and look down at the Valley of Armagiddon the site of the
earth's final battle; sit on the Mt. of Beatitudes where Yeshua gave His Sermon on
the Mount; visit the Garden of Gethsemane and the Mount of Olives as well as the
Garden Tomb. We will be able to pray at the Western Wall (the remaining orignal
wall of the Temple that was standing during Yeshua's time); sit on the southern
steps where Yeshua taught His disciples and visit the Temple Mount. That's not all,
we will visit many other places that are part of the history of our faith.
We are priviledged to not only have our own Pastor's Bruce and Kathleen Dowell
teaching us, we will also have Rico Cortes joining us as well. Rico is a Bible teacher, who travels internationally with the goal of bringing a hebraic understanding
of the Bible (Torah). He is also an expert on the Holy Temple and the importance
of understanding the culture, of the time when the Torah was written, in order to
get a deeper understanding, and become a better servant of the Almighty.
Come! Join us on this amazing adventure!

ITINERARY
Day 1

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2019 - 7:25 PM

DEPART LAX FOR ISRAEL

Our journey begins today as we depart Los Angeles on our way to Israel – the Land of
the Bible. Our ﬂight departs from LAX @ 7:25PM. Sit back, relax and enjoy your ﬂight.
Get some rest… tomorrow you will be walk where Jesus walked!
Meals included: On Board
Overnight: On Board

Day 2

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019 - 11:35 PM

ARRIVE TEL AVIV (BEN GURION AIRPORT)

Upon arrival meet our tour guide and bus driver. Transfer to our hotel in Natanya.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Dinner
Overnight: Natanya

Day 3

FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2019

CAESAREA / MT. CARMEL / MEGIDDO / SEA OF GALILEE / TIBERIAS

We will visit the Roman Aqueduct and Theater at Caesarea, a center of the early
believers in Yeshua. Here, Cornelius became the ﬁrst Gentile convert to the new faith
and Rabbi Sha’ul was imprisoned before being taken to Rome for trial. We will then
travel to Mt. Carmel, where Elijah defeated the Baal prophets. We will travel the
ancient caravan route to Tel Megiddo, where 20 diﬀerent cities lie superimposed
upon each other. Recall Yeshua’s ﬁrst miracle as we ride through Cana as we
continue to Tiberias, which lies on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We will enjoy a
wonderful Shabbot meal at our hotel. Tel Megiddo is by far the most visited of the
tells, Megiddo in English is Armageddon, which is where some people believe the last
battle in history will take place. We will be staying at the beautiful Sea of Galilee, the
Gai Beach Tiberias. The hotel has a private beach, spa, amazing water park and
swimming pool, and water park. Rooms are air-conditioned, most of which have
spectacular Vistas of lake of Galilee. Each room has a private balcony, TV, close circuit
video and luxurious bathroom.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Sea of Galilee

Day 4

SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2019

FREE DAY & SHABBOT TEACHING

Free to relax and enjoy the amenities of our hotel.
Shabbot Teaching 2:00PM – 4:00PM
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Sea of Galilee

Day 5

SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019

TODAY, IS A BUSY DAY: VALLEY OF TEARS / GOLAN HEIGHTS / GAMLA
NATURE RESERVE / GIDEON SPRINGS / BEIT SHA’AN

Today, we will be traveling to the Valley of Tears, the name given to an area in the
Golan Heights after it became the site of a major battle in the 1973 Yom Kippur War.
Although massively outnumbered, the Israeli forces managed to hold their positions
and on the fourth day of the battle the Syrians withdrew, just as the Israeli defenses
were almost at the point of collapse. Moving on to the Gamla Nature Reserve, set
high in the Golan Heights of Northern Israel is a magical place where eagles nest,
archaeological ruins lie, and the quaint and stunning setting, including the
breathtaking view down towards the Sea of Galilee are inspirational! Next, the Spring
of Herod or Gideon's Spring (or Cave) at Ein Harod, where Gideon's troops
assembled to ﬁght the Midianites in the Jezreel Valley, below the Hill of Moreh. At Beit
Sha’an we will be able to visualise old Jerusalem at the peak of its power, look down
on the outdoor scale model of the ancient city at the Israel Museum. The
gold-trimmed Second Temple and its vast courtyard dominate the Model of Ancient
Jerusalem. Herod’s Palace, the twin-spired Palace of the Hasmoneans, the streets and
markets are all identiﬁable. To end our day, we will visit the Golan Heights, Israel’s
mountainous northern region, is one of the most beautiful and most traveled parts
of the country. There are wonderful scenic treasures alongside lovely nature
reserves, historic and archeological sites and attractions. Travel back to our hotel in
Tiberias for dinner and a good night sleep.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Sea of Galilee

Day 6

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2019

TEL DAN / DAN NATURE RESERVE / TEL HAZOR

We will visit Tel Dan, here we will view the ruins of the Canaanite city of Laish, which
was captured by the tribe of Dan during the period of Judges. Among the special
ﬁnds here is the high Place, attributed to the time of King Jeroboam. The Israelite city
gate has been restored, as has the Canaanite gate, with perhaps the earliest
constructed arch ever discovered. While there we will also be able to see and enjoy
the Dan Nature Reserve. In Bania (Caesarea Philippi) we will ﬁnd an impressive
Greco-Roman city located near a ﬂowing spring - one of the sources of the Jordan
river on the foothills of the Hermon mountain. A Roman sanctuary, which included
temples and ritual courtyards, was built near the sacred grotto of Pan. Our ﬁnal
visit of the day will be at Tel Hazor, Hazor was a Canaanite settlement which was later
resettled by Israelites approximately 1,300-900 BC after this city of destroyed. Like Tel
Megiddo, there is a rich farmland in the area surrounding the tel and it isn’t diﬃcult
to envision how a large community could have thrived there. Return to our hotel for
dinner and to rest up before our next day’s adventure.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Sea of Galilee

Day 7

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2019

BOAT RIDE AT THE SEA OF GALILEE “JESUS BOAT”

We will take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and see a 1st century ﬁshing boat. The
Ancient Galilee Boat, also known as the Jesus Boat, is an ancient ﬁshing boat from the
1st century AD, discovered in 1986 on the north-west shore of the Sea of Galilee in
Israel. Although, there is no evidence connecting the boat to Jesus or his disciples,
this boat would be very much like the one that was used to transport them across
the Galilee. On to Capernum, an ancient ﬁshing village on the north shore of the Sea
of Galilee. It is home to a celebrated Byzantine-era synagogue as well as the house
where Jesus healed a paralytic and Peter's mother-in-law. Back to our hotel for
dinner, time to fellowship and an opportunity to utilize our hotel’s amenities.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Sea of Galilee

Day 8

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 2019

GAN HASHLOSHA / QUMRAN / MASADA / EIN GEDI

Our travels today will take us to Gan HaShlosha, where we will have the opportunity
to immerse in the Jordan River. Gan Hashlosha, otherwise known as the Sachne, is
undoubtedly one of the most beautiful places in Israel. Located in the Lower Galilee,
some believe that Gan Hashlosha is the real-world location of the garden of Eden,
and, once you visit, you might understand why. The main highlight of Gan Hashlosha
are its beautiful pools shaded by lush palm trees and surrounded by green lawns,
which are constantly 82 degrees Fahrenheit year-round. Our next stop is the Dead
Sea or the Sea of Salt, it is the lowest point on the face of the earth. We will take time
for you to experience swimming in the sea of salt. It is called the ‘Dead Sea’ because
no ﬁsh can survive in the salty waters. We will travel through the Jordan Valley to
Qumran, the site where the “Dead Sea Scrolls” were found. The history of Qumran is
interesting, and it is even said by some scholars that John the Baptist may have spent
time in the Qumran community before setting on his mission preaching ‘repentance
and the coming Messiah’. We will travel through the Valley of Death, a long winding
road through a deep pass cut into the cliﬀs leads the Valley of the Shadow of Death.
This is the valley through which shepherds would take their ﬂocks in the summer up
to the higher pastures. It may be the valley that David wrote of in the 23rd Psalm. It is
a grand-canyon like valley with many caves dug into it sides. We also see a monastery
that is built into the side of the cliﬀs. The next stop on today’s adventure is Masada. It
was here that King Herod the Great erected a luxurious desert fortress. And it was
here, as well, that a group of besieged and desperate Jews fought the Romans with
inhuman valor, then placed their belongings in a corner, set each pile on ﬁre and
committed mass suicide, rather than be taken captive by the Romans. Our last stop
of the day is Ein Gedi, the Bible records that 3,000 years ago David hid himself from
King Saul at Ein Gedi. When David surprised the King and spared his life after ﬁnding
him unarmed, Saul said David would succeed him on the throne as we can read in 1
Samuel 24. We will have dinner and spend the night at the Crown Plaza in Jerusalem.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

ITINERARY
(CONTINUED)

Day 9

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2019

OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM

We will visit the Old City of Jerusalem, it is divided into four quarters; The Jewish
Quarter, The Armenian Quarter, The Christian Quarter, and The Muslim Quarter.
Next on to The Tower of David and the Davidson Center is located in the restored
ancient Citadel of Jerusalem at the entrance to the Old City, the Tower of David
Museum tells the full story of the city. The permanent exhibition takes the visitor on a
journey through 300 years of history, using models, displays and multi-media so that
the complicated timeline of the city comes alive. We will spend time at Western Wall.
The Western Wall (Ha-Kotel Ha-Ma'aravi), is the holiest of Jewish sites, sacred because
it is a remnant of the Herodian retaining wall that once enclosed and supported the
Second Temple. It was destroyed approximately 2,000 years ago. It has also been
called the " Wailing Wall " by European observers because for centuries Jews have
gathered here to pray and to lament the loss of their temple. Then we will tour of the
Western Wall Tunnels which will allow us to reach the segments of the Wall hidden
from view, and to touch the original and special stones that tell the story of the Jewish
nation. We will walk through ancient and fascinating subterranean spaces with
exquisite archeological ﬁndings, such as large stone arches, water pits, an ancient
water aqueduct that ends at the Strouthion Pool built in the First Century C.E, and
more. Our ﬁnal even of the day is a bus tour around Jerusalem, as we head back to
our hotel, dinner and an evening of fellowship and rest.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 10

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2019

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY / SHRINE OF THE BOOK / YAD VASHEM

The Museum of Natural History which has on display artifacts from prehistory
through the Ottoman era. Highlights on view include: Pilate Stone, "House of David”
inscription (9th century BCE), A comparative display of two shrines (8th–7th century
BCE), The Heliodorus Stele (178 BCE), Royal Herodian bathhouse (1st century BCE),
Hadrian’s Triumph: Inscription from a triumphal arch (136 CE), the Mosaic of Rehob
(3rd century CE) and Gold-glass bases from the Roman Catacombs (4th century CE),
the possible Ossuary of Jesus son of Joseph. The Shrine of the Book houses the Dead
Sea Scrolls which are some of the oldest Biblical scrolls every found. View an amazing
model of the Second Temple Era Jerusalem which reconstructs the topography and
architectural character of the city as it was prior to its destruction by the Romans in
66 CE. Yad Vashem is Israel's oﬃcial memorial to the victims of the Holocaust. It is
dedicated to preserving the memory of the dead; honoring Jews who fought against
their Nazi oppressors and Gentiles who selﬂessly aided Jews in need; and researching
the phenomenon of the Holocaust in particular and genocide in general, with the aim
of avoiding such events in the future. Back to our hotel for Shabbat dinner and
relaxation.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 11

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2019

BEN YEHUDA STREET MARKET

Free morning. Teaching 2:30 – 4:30. Shopping on Ben Yehuda Street after Shabbot.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 12

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019

BEN YEHUDA STREET MARKET

Travel to Samaria to see Beth El (translated “House of God”) -was an ancient Israelite
town, located about ten miles north of Jerusalem, famous for its shrine. According to
the biblical account, altars were established at Bethel by both Abraham and Jacob,
and the latter described it as a place of awesome spiritual power (Gen. 28:17). Bethel
also housed the Ark of the Covenant during the period of the judges, when it was
also a sacred place to oﬀer sacriﬁces to God and receive oracles from God. During
the period of divided kingdoms, Bethel was an oﬃcial shrine of the northern
Kingdom of Israel, founded by Jeroboam I as a pilgrimage site competing with the
southern Temple of Jerusalem. Our next stop is Shechem, Joseph the son of Jacob,
asked that his bones he be buried in Shechem and we read in Joshua 24:32) that “and
so Joshua “buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up from
Egypt, at Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of
Hamor . . . and they became the inheritance of Joseph’s sons.” Traveling on to Shiloh,
Shiloh was established by Joshua, son of Nun, approximately 3,500 years ago, as the
spiritual capital of Israel. The Tabernacle was placed there, and Jews from all over the
land came to worship at the location (Joshua 18:1). The Tabernacle stood in Shiloh for
over 350 years according to Jewish tradition, and its remains can still be seen today.
Our next stop is El Moreh: The Hebrews’ ﬁrst stop in the Land of Israel, too, was
Shechem-Elon Moreh, as described in the Book of Joshua. Before his death, after
leading the People of Israel into the Promised Land, Joshua assembled the Elders and
Judges of Israel in Shechem, giving ﬁnal instructions to adhere to God’s
commandments.

Our ﬁnal site for the day is Mt. Gerizim and Bit Ebal: After crossing the Jordan River,
the children of Israel were commanded to build a stone altar on Mt. Ebal, to engrave
upon it "all the words of this law" (Deut. 27:4–8), At Mount Gerizim, they will hear
God’s blessings for obedience, and at Mount Ebal, they will hear God’s curses for
disobedience. Return to hotel for dinner and an evening of relaxation and fellowship.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 13

MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2019

TEMPLE MOUNT / ZEDEKIA CAVES / WOHL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

Our ﬁrst stop is the Temple Mount, a walled compound within the Old City of
Jerusalem, is the site of two magniﬁcent structures: the Dome of the Rock to the
north and the Al-Aqsa Mosque to the south. In the southwest stands the Western
Wall—a remnant of the Second Temple and the holiest site in Judaism. We will visit
the Zedekia Caves at the Damascus gate and the Pool of Bethesda. Next on our list of
adventures for today will be the Antonia FortressIn 35 B.C. King Herod rebuilt the
Baris, a strong fortress to protect the Temple Mount. It was located on the Northwest
corner of the Temple Mount and called the Fortress of Antonia, named after Herod’s
friend Marc Antony and another of Herod's landmarks. We will visit the Wohl
Archaeological Museum, it is one of the most fascinating Jerusalem museums. It gives
you a unique sense of what may remains hidden under your feet as you walk
through the Old City. Located underground, it preserves the remains of six houses
from the Herodian period. Spend time shopping in the Mahne Yehuda shopping
district often referred to as "The Shuk", is a marketplace in Jerusalem. Popular with
locals and tourists alike, the market's more than 250 vendors sell fresh fruits and
vegetables; baked goods; ﬁsh, meat and cheeses; nuts, seeds, and spices; wines and
liquors; clothing and shoes; and housewares, textiles, and Judaica. Return to our
hotel for dinner and get a good night’s rest.
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 14

TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019

MOUNT OF OLIVES / CITY OF DAVID

We will spend today in Jerusalem. We will visit the Mount of Olives, where the night
before Yeshua was cruciﬁed, when He wept over Jerusalem. It is also the location of
Yeshua’s sermon known as the Olivet Discourse, which is found in Matthew 24, Mark
13 and Luke 21. Walk down the City of David to see the Pool of Siloah and then on to
view Conrad Schich’s stunning three-dimensional model of the Temple Mount as he
envisioned it to be during the period of the Second Temple. Our tour continues
underground to the Gihon Spring, the major water source of Jerusalem for over 1,000
years. If you are seeking adventure you can trek King Hezekiah's 2,700-year old water
tunnel, one of the wonders of early engineering. Want to perform a “Mitzvot” or a
“Good Deed” in Israel? We will join the archeological project sifting which is
recovering archaeological artifacts from 400 truckloads of topsoil removed from the
Temple Mount during the construction of the underground el-Marwani Mosque. Our
last stop for today will be to visit The Temple Institute. The Institute's work touches
upon the history of the Holy Temple's past, an understanding of the present day, and
the Divine promise of Israel's future. The Temple Institute's ultimate goal is to see
Israel rebuild the Holy Temple on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, in accord with the
Biblical commandments. you may view photographs of the actual sacred Temple
vessels that have been produced by the Temple Institute. These vessels and priestly
garments are being fashioned today according to the exact Biblical requirements,
speciﬁcally for use in the future Holy Temple. They await the day when they will be
called into the Divine service of the Holy Temple. Return to our hotel for dinner,
preparing for our trip home tomorrow and getting a good night’s sleep
Meals included: Full Buﬀet Breakfast and Dinner
Overnight: Jerusalem

Day 15

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2019

DEPARTURE BACK TO LOS ANGELES, CA.

Transfer from hotel to Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv. Flight departs at 8:40 AM.
Arrives Los Angeles International Airport at 4:50 PM (remember we lose a day when
we come home).
Meals included: On board
Overnight: On board

AIR & LAND PACKAGE - $4,375
ALL TAXES INCLUDED
Single Room Supplement - $1200

www.AmericaIsraelTours.com

INCLUDED IN YOUR TOUR PACKAGE:
Round trip ﬂights from Los Angeles to Tel Aviv, Israel on Turkish Airlines
All Air taxes and fuel surcharges are included in your tour package
TK 10 27MAR LA-XIST 7:25PM - 6:25PM - TK 865 10APR W TLV-IST 8:40AM - 10:55AM
TK 790 28MAR IST-TLV 10:25PM -11:35PM - TK 09 10APR W IST-LAX 1:00PM - 4:50PM
13 nights accommodation in 4-star hotels as per below:
1 night: Seasons Hotel Nethania or similar hotel in Tel Aviv
5 nights: Sea of Galilee – Gai Beach hotel
7 nights: Crowne Plaza Jerusalem
Daily buﬀet breakfasts and dinners served daily at the hotels
“Meet & Assist” at the airport by an America Israel Tours airport representative.
Group arrival and departure transfers escorted by your tour guide
All entrance fees as per your tour program
11 Full days of Private touring with your assigned tour guide +arrival day
11 Full days of Private transportation in modern deluxe A/C coach and professional driver
Porter fees at airports and hotels
Sea of Galilee boat ride, cable car transportation from/to Masada and much more…
All land and service taxes are included
Online registration and design of tour brochure
Travel Kit (luggage tags, name tags, hats, document cases, maps etc.)
Headsets system
$120 per person tips for the tour guide, bus driver and hotel staﬀ

NOT INCLUDED:
Daily lunches
Group travel insurance (optional & highly recommended)
$187 per person for a group Insurance policy for up to $3,000 in coverage
$248 per person for a group insurance policy for up to $4,000 in coverage

QUESTIONS?

For more information and registration please contact:
Carol Foster / Email: camortensen@msn.com

REGISTRATION

You may register online by visiting: www.americaisraeltours.com/smc
A $500 per person tour deposit is due upon registration, no later than October 31, 2018
Final payment is due no later than January 15, 2019

www.AmericaIsraelTours.com

